Photo fin

How to organize all those pictures

you've been hoarding for years

BY BETH D'ADDOMND
FOA THE STAR-LEDGER

ome on, ‘Tess up. You have a
shopping bag or shoebox fll of
photegraphs sitting in a closet or
on & basement shelf in your home,

Snapshots may be in the original process-
ing envelopes, or just guthering dust willy-nilly
— i grhipal pleture of you At sge 6 next toa shot
of your mother-inlaw on her honeymoon
in Attantic City, next to a pleture of the
nelghtorhood kids at last year's Easter
Egg hunt.

If you're the type of person who mmeds-
ately organizes photos into crafty Lttle
dlbums — complete with snappy bomikies
to underscore wam and fuzzy moments —
then mowe on to the next article. But if your
photographs have gotien the better of you,
continue reading. The experts can help.

First, a caveat: We're talldng about old pictures
here, a5 well a5 ongoing prints from your fnisty
ot -arsd-shoot. 35 mwm,

If you've gone digital, then hopefully youre
1zsing & program ke Photo Parsde 4.0, & temifle
wity o create slide shows, themed groupings and
oeganized categories of digital photos on your
home PC. There's even a West Trenbon-hessd
company, wewdotphoto.com, that offers free
online album organizers, along
with competitively priced prints
ard fres viewer software avall-
able an the company™s Web &te,

Buk if you're still processing
your fiim the cid-fashloned way,
you might need a little help,

Tracy White, editor-in-chief of the Salt Lake
City magazine Creating Eeepsakes (www.crent-
ingkeepsakes.com), truly believes that — in 10
easy steps — you can take your photograph cal-
lection from chaos fo opder

White, a big proponent of the scrapbooking
craze that seems to be sweeping the nation (it's
one of America’s fastest growing hobbies),
understands that serows scrapboolking isn't for
everyane. But she also knows that photographs
are important to most of us, and the easler they
are to view and more inteprated they are in our
Hives, the more we'll enjoy them.

Of course, Rome, or ab least an organized
phote album of your vacation in Rome, wasnt
budlt i & day. “Don't expect to get a photo ongan-

lzing project done owver night,” advises Ann T
. president of the Y
ATS Services. “Set up in a workspace

that you can leave undisturbed for o while
Schedule a time once a week or so for you to
make progress. Iovolve the kids, put on some
s — make it fn.” :

The first step in this, like in just about every
other endeavor, is to adjust your atéitude, “Don't
start out thinking this is going to be miserahle ™
siid Whate, memlflht_l.imuﬂrﬂmmﬂ
memories and feel nostalgic, make some notes
while you work. Chances are, you'll enjoy the
prociess more than wou think you will."

Mext, collect all photos from their missella-
nepus hiding places — from lbtehen drawers to
the car glove compartment and your home
office shelves. Put them ol in your designated
workspace, preferably 8 place with a dooe you
can close,

Beparating pletures into categories comes next.
“How you do this depends on how you process
things,” said White. “Maybe you want to do cate-
gories Hke your children, your husband's Eendy,

letsdoit

special vacathons
Thien you cin whit-
tle down each of
those into mansge-
able groups, chrono-
logically or otherwise."

But that's mot the
only way to go. ¥You may
do all family Christmas cel-
ebritions in ong album, an
album by decade or a single
special event. There's no right 3
or wrong way. Just pick what
malkes sense for you.
tures, such as schoal and family por-
traits and pancramic shobs, in a sep-
arate category. Antique and heritage
photos glso can go in a separate pile.  ©

Do some editing. Dont be afrald to
throw bad plctures away and pull out
duplicates for inchusion in fubure Christmas
cards or for framing.

Labed the phetures in each category, using
a soft graphite pencl or photo marker This
process i best done when the pictures are fresh
in your mind, but do the best you ean. Even a few
wards will be helpful years down the road.

Fipure out a storage system that works for
you. Albums ar photo boees are good options,
but ke sure the system is acid fee and won't
deteriorate your photos. If you want to try
your hand at scrapbooking. take one cabegory,
say, family holidays, and gather those
pictures together

Jot down some thoughts and memores
sparked by the photos, and record both in an
archival-iype scrapbook, available at craft and
photography stomes. "You can get as sophisticated
and arksy as you wank. IE's all up to your personal
series of style,” White said,

Follow this same process with your negatives,
arganizing and storing them in a safety deposit or
fireprood box. You can buy a three-ring binder for
negative sleeves to simplify the process.

Don't get overwhelmed. “Once you have a sys-
b, o won'® feed as though you have 30 years of
pictures o ged through,” White aid. She keeps a
few different types of albums going slmultane-
onsly, allowing her to add new pictures as soon as
they're developed.

Finally, enjoy the fruits of your labor, Rotate
albums on a caffee table, spend time sharing ald
photos with rends and famaly, or just enjoy o
salitary waltz down memory lans,

“Photographs give us a sense of self, of where
we've been, our personal history” sald White.
"It & nice Hitle touchstone fo illustrate how
wi've changed awer the years.”

I ] THE SUP‘LDM“ STAR-LEDGER Ppage 4 ApriL 20, 2003

PHOTO LLLSTAATE By MOAH ADDISTHE STAR-LECGER

To ensure that you will reach your goal

of getling photos organized, you have

to figure oul & storage system that works
for you. Albums or photo bowes ane good
oplions, but be sure the system is acid free.

10 do’s and don'ts for photo storage

Archivist Craig A. Tuttle, author of “An Ounce of Preservation: A Guide to the Care of Papers and Pholographs™ (Rainbow Books,
§12.95), offers the following tips to ensure you'll enjoy your photographs for years Lo come:

1. Dont stare phetures in envelopes or shoeloxes. MNeither are
pH-bakaneed or Bgnin free — lignin is the bonding element that
holds wood fibers together It causes paper to change color and
become brittle, and can adversely affect precious photographs.

2, Dont be afrald to throw blurry, fuzzy, badly composed or

duplicate pictures away. You don’t need them.

3. Don't expase framed photographs to sunlight. Theyl fade

EWRY.

4. Do use frames featuring Plexiglas instead of glass —

Plexiglas filbers out dangerouws UV rays.

5. Don't store pictures in the basement or attic, or anywhere
with an unstable humbdity level and bemperature,
albums. Check ot

6. Do spend a little mare for archival quality

hoeal phooto store.

7. Don't keep pictures in old magnet photo albums. The acidie
adhesive on the back of the plastic eventually will wear through
the image. _

8. Do write notes on the back of pictures, using a soft lead
pencil or archival pen, never a felt tip or ballpoint, which can bieed
through the image.

9. Do hnwaglrd. pitrate negatives copied. Nitrate is a volatile
substance and will degenerate. (Nitrate negs are pre-1960, often
have nitrate written on the side and smell strongly of vinegar).

10. Do organize pictures in categories, such as speclal events,
vacations, peaple, pets, ete. Then, you can organizt chronological-
Iy within each category if you ke,
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